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Civil War Language: How Did Soldiers Talk? – Video Questions  
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1) What is a word from the Civil War that we still use today, but in a 

different way? 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

2) List three Civil War words or phrases and their definitions. 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

3) What does the phrase “The bluebelly performed with great alacrity when he first 

saw the elephant and received a brevet for his sagacity in leading the van up to 

take the redoubt” mean? 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

  

Helpful Term 

Breech: A 

breechloader is a 

firearm in which the 

user loads the 

ammunition (cartridge 

or shell) via the rear 

(breech) end of its 

barrel. 
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